[image: image1.png]


 Media Release

2007 Club Marine Southern 80
9th, 10th & 11th February 2007


4th  February 2007
A great weekend of action is assured on the 9th, 10th & 11th February as the 2007 Club Marine Southern80 hits the water.

The action starts on the Friday morning with the Breakfast with the stars in the Port Precinct.  From 7am many of the boats along with their crews will be on display showing off the magnificent paint work of the boats.  The competitors will all be milling around discussing tactics, engines, speed, hull design, all in an effort to physc out the opposition.

From 12 noon at Byfords on the Cobb Highway in Moama, compulsory safety scrutineering is on for all boats.  Scrutineers go over the boats ensuring kill switches, life jackets, V sheets, fire extinguishers are all located appropriately and working in all boats, in preparation for racing on the weekend.

Friday night will see the Official Launch of the 2007 Club Marine Southern 80 at Morrisons Winery in Moama.  Here the sponsors of the event get their chance to mingle with some of the competitors in a great social event.

Saturday morning and the action will be happening everywhere.  The main street of Echuca, Hare street will be swamped with people from 9am, as crowds come to view up close the boats in the static display.

8.30am and the action starts on the water at Victoria Park with the short course events.  A perfect opportunity awaits to see the skiers start and then return a couple of hours later, whilst at the Victoria Park venue.  The boats will be starting at one minute intervals, they will travel the 20 kilometres to Five Mile Boat Ramp, wait to ensure all the boats have been accounted for – then they return back to Victoria Park.  Following these boats on the return will be the youngest skiers of the weekend with the Tadpoles class, along with the beginners orientated class – 60 mph social and the Seacraft sprint.
Around 12 noon the Veterans, Senior Social, Juniors - Under 16 and Sub Juniors - under 13, leave the Five Mile area for the journey to Victoria Park.

The Premier race of the day starts at 3pm with the Tip Top Bakeries Bakers Blitz.  Can Hellbent beat its time of last year of 6.42minutes to lead the Superclass boats down the course on Sunday?  Or will Stinga lead the charge.  All will be revealed on Saturday.

Entry to the Victoria Park area is $25 for a two day pass.  The compound area is fully catered for and no esky’s permitted.  Some of the trade displays include Games, boats, eyewear and the official Southern 80 merchandise.  There will be some Drag boats on display and an opportunity is available to have you photo taken in the cockpit of one of these boats – a great treat for the kids.  NSW Rural Fire Department will also have a fire truck and promoting fire awareness available.
This year the big screen in BIG – an 8 metre by 8 metre screen will be at the finish line, displaying footage taken from the start line and from along the river.

If you are after another kind of buzz – Helicopter joy flights will be available from the Victoria Park Oval.

Sunday the social classes leave Torrumbarry at 8.30am.  Temper will be the boat to watch with Gavin Arnott and Darren Purdom skiing.  These guys broke the social record last year and came down the river in a time of 34.58.  They ski quick on social skis!
Expert racing starts at 12 noon with the Superclass boats leaving in the order of their finish from the Tip Top Bakeries Bakers Blitz.  All the action on the water will be finished when the new outright winner of the 2007 Club Marine Southern 80 will be crowned.
This year, if you are able to access the internet via your phone – the first three results of each class will be available from your phone an hour after official results are posted.  The address is www.southern80.com.au/mobile.htm. The page is especially designed to be viewed from your phone.
For further information visit the Southern 80 web page at www.southern80.com.au or phone the Moama Water Sports Club on 03 54806754
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