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 Media Release

2011 Club Marine Southern 80
11th, 12th & 13th February 2011

The 2011 Club Marine Southern 80 is on!
Entries have now closed in the 2011 Club Marine Southern 80.  With 581 entries received, it promises to be a fantastic event on and off the water.
There has been some doubt raised about the event going ahead, with the Murray River at a high river. General Manager of Echuca Moama Events, Pete White, said ‘It is important that we quash the speculation about whether the event will in fact be held. Lengthy discussions have been held with various authorities over the past couple of days and from all reports and forecasts, the river will still be high in 5 weeks but not to the detriment of the event. We will continue to work with these authorities over coming weeks to assess whether the water level places our competitors at any greater risk, but as it stands, the Club Marine Southern 80 will be held on the scheduled weekend’.
The weekend starts with the Cantech Engineering Breakfast with the stars, at the Moama Soundshell, Cobb Highway Moama (just over the bridge).  This starts at 7am, with the 11 Superclass boats on display, plus many more teams from the 581 entries.  Have a chat with the stars of Ski Racing as they inspect each other’s boats and discuss strategies for the event.  Food and drinks will be available till around 9am.  

Scrutineering and Competitor briefings are where the teams go to next.  This will occur at the MWSC offices in Annesley st Echuca from 11am to 5pm.
Here the boats are checked by the scrutineers to ensure that they conform to the safety standards set down in the sport.  The scrutineers clamber over the boats, checking kill switches, steering cables, life jackets etc.  The competitors also then view a video briefing about the course and some of the issues that may present during the race.  All paperwork is double checked to ensure that competitors are right to compete on the weekend.

Many competitors have an early night on the Friday, but sponsors and many supporters will venture to the Corporate Marquee at the Victoria Park Boat ramp where they attend the launch night for the event.  Here the sponsors can mingle with some of the stars of ski racing, view last year’s winner Hellrazor on display with a number of other boats and catch up discussing who will take out this year’s event.

Saturday morning in Hare st Echuca, the Total Tool Static display will be on from 9am to 12noon.  Here the Superclass boats again will be on display along with many other teams, so that you can get a close up look at the horsepower in this magnificent machines and chat to the drivers, observers and skiers which help make up the teams.  The Freestyle MotoX exhibition team riders of Matt Schubring and Kain Saul will be available to sign autographs and have photos taken with them.
Whilst that is happening the action is also occurring on the water. The social classes are starting at Torrumbarry at 8.30am.  One Hundred boats make up the social classes and they will be travelling along the 80km of the course in similar times to the expert skiers.  The difference being that they are skiing on social skis.  The finish is at the Victoria Park boat ramp.  Entry to the Victoria Park area is $20 per day or $30 for a weekend pass.  No eskies, as the area is fully catered for.  There are a number of activities for the kids to do, including face painting, temporary tattoos, plaster fun  and many trade sites to look at including boats, sunglasses, Beechworth Bakery, Club Marine and others. The Freestyle MotoX exhibition will also occur several times during the day.  Don’t forget that all the action is also captured on the big screen for all to see.
At 12 noon the start line moves to Five Mile Reserve where the short course action will take place.  The Veterans (over 40 years of age), Senior Social (30-39 years of age), Junior Social (Under 16 years of age), Sub Junior Social (under 13 years of age), 70pmh and 60mph classes (57 entries in total) along with the Disable and Tadpoles (under 10 years of age) will travel the 20 river kilometres to the Victoria Park boat ramp.
At 3.30pm the Superclass teams leave the Five Mile Reserve to see who will have pole position in the main event on Sunday in the Beechworth Bakery Baker’s Blitz.  The boats leave at 2 minutes apart for the journey to the Victoria Park boat ramp.  The Presidents Dash of 21 boats will follow the 11 Superclass boats down the river.
Sunday racing starts with classes 14-20 starting off at 8.00am. Around 109 boats will travel the whole course; these boats are leaving at 1 minute apart. 

Around 12.30pm, the ‘big guns’ will leave from Torrumbarry.  Super class will leave in the order they finished from the Beechworth Bakeries Bakers Blitz, followed by the remaining 182 boats, including the 21 boats from the Presidents Dash, which will leave in the order that they finished from Saturday.

Once all the boats have been accounted for, then presentation will occur at the Victoria Park compound.
Results from the weekend will be “twittered” on the Southern 80 Twitter page http://twitter.com/southern80 as boats cross the line.  Full final results will be available from the Southern 80 web page at the conclusion of presentations.
You can pre-purchase entry for the event via the Southern 80 web page – www.southern80.com.au
For further information regarding the event you can visit www.southern80.com.au or contact the Moama Water Sports Club on 03 54806754
C:\Users\Julie\Documents\Southern 80\2010\Media Releases\Media Release 12thJan10.doc

